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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is in response to the original filing of November 18, 2003. Claims 1- 
16 are pending and have been considered below. 

Objections 

2. Claim 16 is objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c), as being of improper dependent 
form for failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. The Office 
considers any claim, which refers to another claim as being a dependent claim. Claim 
16 refers to Claim 1 1 and, thus, is considered to depend thereon. However, Claim 1 1 is 
a method claim, which consists of the steps of receiving a request, querying a binding 
table, and building a commanding interface. Claim 16 does not include any limitations, 
which add, delete or change any of these steps. Therefore, Claim 16 fails to further limit 
its parent claim. Applicant is required to cancel the claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to 
place the claim(s) in proper dependent form, or rewrite the claim(s) in independent form. 

3. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: the examiner 
notes the use of acronym: "LCD" in the specification without including a description in 
plain text, as required. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

4. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 
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5. Claims 7-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. The claim defines a data structure as 
comprising only a binding table and does not support data manipulation functions. 
Therefore, the data structure is a mere arrangement of data and is non-functional 
descriptive material and non-statutory. 

6. Claims 7-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. Claims 7-10 are not limited to tangible 
embodiments. In view of Applicant's disclosure, specification page 5. lines 26 - 29 . the 
medium is not limited to tangible embodiments, instead being defined as including both 
tangible embodiments (e.g., CD-ROM discs, ROM cards, floppy discs, magnetic tapes, 
computer hard drives) and intangible embodiments (e.g., signals transmitted over a 
network representing computer readable program code). As such, the claims are not 
limited to statutory subject matter and therefore are non-statutory. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

8. Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Donnelly (US 5,892,512). 



Claims 1,11, and 16: Donnelly discloses a commanding system and method for a 
computer, comprising: 
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a memory storing a binding table that connects input to associated action, at 
least one binding entry in the binding table including an interface binding (see fig. 1 ); 
and 

a processor in data communication with the memory, the processor programmed to: 
query each binding entry in the binding (lookup) table (col. 13, lines 3-19); 
receive the interface binding associated with the binding; and (col. 13, lines 3- 

19); 

generate a command interface based on the interface binding (col. 13, lines 3- 

19). 

Claims 2 and 12: Donnelly discloses a system and method as in claims 1 and 1 1 above, 
wherein the interface binding identifies an image (visual views) to be used on a toolbar 
(col. 7, lines 29-39). 

Claim 3: Donnelly discloses a system as in claim 2 above, wherein the processor is 
further programmed to build a toolbar based on the interface binding (col. 6, lines 13- 
23). 

Claims 4 and 13: Donnelly discloses a system and method as in claims 1 and 1 1 above, 
wherein the interface binding identified a menu position on a menu (col. 8, lines 20-33). 

Claim 5: Donnelly discloses a system as in claim 4 above, wherein the processor is 
further programmed to build a menu based on the interface binding (col. 8, lines 20-33). 

Claims 6 and 14: Donnelly discloses a system and method as in claims 4 and 1 1 above, 
wherein the memory includes a plurality of commanding elements with associated 
binding tables, and wherein the processor is programmed to traverse each binding entry 
in each of the binding tables of the commanding elements to generate the command 
interface (col. 5, lines 34-43, 59-67 and col. 6, lines 3-12). 
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Claim 7. Donnelly discloses a computer readable medium having data structure stored 
thereon for use in commanding within a computing environment, the data structure 
comprising a first binding table including a plurality of first bindings, at least one of the 
plurality of first bindings including a command binding (identifier), a command (action 
object), a handler, and an interface binding (col. 3, lines 59-67 ad col. 4, lines 1-11). 

Claim 8. Donnelly discloses a computer readable medium as defined in claim 7 above, 
wherein the interface binding includes identification of a graphical image (col. 7, lines 
29-39). 

Claim 9. Donnelly discloses a computer readable medium as defined in claim 7 above, 
wherein the interface binding includes identification of a menu position (col. 8, lines 20- 
33). 

Claim 10. Donnelly discloses a computer readable medium as defined in claim 7 above, 
wherein the data structure further comprises a second binding table including a plurality 
of second bindings, each binding of the plurality of second bindings including a 
command binding, a command, a handler, and an interface binding (col. 3, lines 59-67 
ad col. 4, lines 1-11). 

Claim 15. Donnelly discloses a method as in claim 14 above, further comprising 
bubbling up through all tables of bindings associated with a given node to build the 
command interface (col. 13, lines 3-8) [examiner note: Traversing all the tables in order 
to build the command is inherent]. 

Conclusion 



9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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a. Weiqhtman (US 2003/0145126 A1 ) discloses program control through a 
command application method. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Phenuel S. Salomon whose telephone number is (571 ) 
270-1699. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 7:00 A.M. to 4:00 
P.M.(Alternate Friday Off) EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Myhre can be reached on (571) 270-1065. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-3800. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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